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Russians Helped LBJ With Bomb Halt 


By Drew Pearson and 
Jack Anderson 

When the full story of the 
Vietnam truce negotiations is 
told, the following important 
facts will be revealed: 

1. President Johnson worked 
harder on the truce than any 
other problem he has tackled 
since March 31. There were 
delays, but the last thing he 
wanted, was a pre-election 
truce that might appear as a 
political trick, as charged by 
Nixon. 

2. The Russians were a great 
help throughout the negotia- 
tions. 

3. President Johnson has a 
secret understanding with 
Nixon whereby Nixon, if 
elected, would send a personal 
observer to attend the Paris 
talks. The President and 
Nixon had agreed not to play 
politics with the war, which is 
one reason why LBJ was so 
sore when Nixon made a state- 
ment accusing the White 
House of trying to get a truce 
to help Humphrey. 

Actually a truce appeared to 
be almost within the negotia- 
1 tors’ grasp several times when 
premature leaks upset the dip- 
lomatic applecart. 

The agreement on with- 
drawal of troops from the de- 
militarized zone was not diffi- 
cult, because the North Viet- 
namese government had al- 
ready withdrawn. They had al- 
ready stopped shelling South 
Vietnamese cities. 


Saving Face 

However, the problem of 
getting North Vietnam to sit 
at the same conference table 
with South Vietnam and get- 
ting the South Vietnamese 
government in turn to sit with 
the representatives of the 
Vietcong, namely the National 
Liberation Front, was much 
more difficult. Here the deli- 
cate Oriental problem of sav- 
ing face was involved. 

As a matter of courtesy, the 
State Department had to keep 
American allies informed. But 
when they told Australian 
Prime Minister Gorton what 
was happening, he got so en- 
thusiastic over peace that he 
couldn’t keep quiet. 

Then Prince Souvanna 
Phouma in Laos was told, that 
the United States might soon 
stop bombing the North. Infor- 
mation was given him because 
he has enemy troops on his 
soil, kept partly under control 
by American bombing. Sou- 
vanna Phouma also got so en- 
thusiastic about peace that he 
rushed out with a statement. 

Leaks also came from the 
Saigon government, which 
probably were deliberate, 
since the South Vietnamese 
knew leaks would stymie the 
negotiations. There were those 
around the presidential palace 
in Saigon who do not want 
peace. 

North Vietnam had an- 
nounced to the world, and es- 
pecially to its Asiatic friends, 
that it would not give any ad- 




vance commitments to the 
United States until the United 
States stopped bombing the 
North. Yet President Johnson 
was insisting on advance com- 
mitments. This was why the 
leaks were embarrassing. 

In the end the Russians de- 
serve a lot of credit for push- 
ing North Vietnam toward a 
settlement. President Johnson 
found the Russians both coop- 
erative and frank. They 
warned him, however, that 
Red China might stage an inci- 
dent to upset the negotiations. 

One reason for Soviet coop- 
eration is the hope of re-estab- 
lishing cordial Moscow-Wash- 
ington relations before the 
possible election of Richard 
Nixon. The Russians frankly 
dislike and distrust Nixon, and 
fear that if he gets into the 
White House there will be a 
resumption of the cold war. 

Last spring and summer 
they were on the way to im- 
portant agreements with Mr. 
Johnson, looking toward mis- 
sile limitation and an agree- 
ment regarding anti-ballistic 
missiles. These would be ex- 
tremely expensive for both 
countries. President Johnson 
wants to avoid an ABM race. 
Nixon says the ABM must be 
built — at a cost of $50 billion. 

What irked the President 
was Nixon’s statement that the 
White House was playing poli- 
ties with peace at a time when 
Nixon was being informed 
about every move and When 
Mr. Johnson had previously 
told Nixon that ihe would give 


him the opportunity to send a 
personal observer to attend 
the Paris peace talks — if 
elected. The President felt 
that Nixon had set up a straw 
man in order to knock him; 
down by stating that Mr. John* 
son was not responsible fon 
playing politics but then ac- 
cusing the White House of 
playing politics anyway. 

Behind Abrams’ Trip 

Inside reason for Gen. 
Creighton Abrams’s dramatic 
secret trip to Washington was 
to get personal word from 
President Johnson regarding, 
the truce talks. 

The President is so pleased 
with Abrams’s successes on 
the battlefront that he didn’t 
want to overrule his com- 
mander arbitrarily. 

Gen. Abrams gave LBJ a 
full report and acknowledged 
that five of the North Viet- 
namese seven divisions had 
withdrawn across the border. 
This seemed to be substantia- 
tion of their good will. 

Abrams was somewhat 
skeptical regarding this pullf 
out, however, and reported 
that the North Vietnamese 
had been badly battered by re- 
lentless U.S. pressure. 

He warned that North Viet- 
nam is loaded with military 
supplies and that construction 
crews have concentrated on 
repairing the roads, bridges 
and railroads. Therefore the 
flow of supplies could be 
heavy into South Vietnam 
when bombing is halted. 



